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PREFACE

SALUTATIONS TO THE LOTUS FEET OF
SRI VIDYARANYA'!

This very succint work entitled, ¢ Brahmavidagirvadah '—
perhaps the smallest of Vidyaranya’s productions—has been
brought out, fittingly, as the first of a series of publications of the
invaluable works of Sage Vidyaranya, proposed to be published
by the recently started Vidyaranya Vidya Pitha, Hospet. Moreover
it is a matter for jubilation to know that this first publication,
being of a benedictery nature, is to be sent to all scholars, all

over the country.

The quintessence of the precept of Advaita has been reduced
to the form of blessings in this small work by Sri Vidyaranya.
What all that one interested in attaining knowledge of the Brahman
should try to achieve and with what kind of effort have been in-
dicated in this Agirvadapaddati. Altogether the paddhati contains
fifty-three gems of blessings. The opening benediction vouchsafes
on the seeker for knowledge, the ideal of a continued steadfast
understanding of the identity of the individual soul with that
Single Paramatman, (Caitanya) pervading through everything from
< Hiranyagarbha’® down to static objects. The last agirvada purports
to indicate that the idea that everything (with form or taste) in
this illusory universe is untrue, should get strengthened.

is in the nature of blessings, the real

Though the entire work
lowed for

content behind is an epitomisation of the path to be fol
the realisation of the Supreme Spirit and that too by one who has
visualised the Brahman. No doubt the Bhagavad Gita and other
philosophic treatises have clearly vivified that only after a number
of births in this mundane world ome can get deliverance. On
what should one concentrate, what path he should take, what he
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must discard—all these should be decided upon with discerning
knowledge. When and where such decision and discerning are
difficult to be accomplished, the blessings of the great come in
as aid. Knowing fully well the limitations and ShOFfCOmingS
of the human mind and also the deficiencies likely to creep in
human endeavour, especially in the attainment of the knowledgs
of the Brahman, the learned seek for the blessings of the great
souls and take refuge therein. And those fortunate in acquiring
such blessings are bound to reach the cherished goal, Sage Vidya-
ranya has finely put in a nutshell, in this succinct work, pearls

of wisdom for the one striving to attain a proper perspective of
.of the Supreme.

It may be said that the Vidyaranya Vidya Pitha has dope a
singular service to our country and our ancient culture and philo-

'sophy with the publication of this shortest work of the great sage
the blessings of a great Brahmavid. .

—A Devotee
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