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PREFACE,

Rl Sachehidananda  Sivabhinava Nrisimha
\ Bbarati Swamigal was the unfamiliar

name of that most familiar, magnificent
and divine Personality  that gracefully
adorned the throne of the famous Sringeri Mutt
on the banks of the pure Tunga. He was well
known among his disciples as the simple
“Sringeri Jagadguru”.  Born of highly learned and
pious parents he inherited at his very birth all the
lenrning and piety and the religious fervour of his
father Kunigal Rama Sastrigal the famous Vidvan at
the court of the Maharaja Krishna Raja Wodayar
111 of Mysore and the favoured disciple of the
renowned Tryambaka Sastrigal of the Court of the
Peshwas of Poona.  Fven as an infant of two
venrs old be lisped in the stotras repeated by his
fathey _and danced with him in his agnihotra
house. Lven then he used to smear himself with
holy ushes and play with the children at worship-
ping the Gods. The child was the father of the man
and even at a very early age he exhibited traces of
all the characteristics that went in later vears to
make him Eho greatost of all mortals At the age
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of eight he was mvested with the sacred thread by
his elder brother the well known Lothshm Nrisun

ha Sastrigal and soon after, he was mtiated into
the Sannyasa Asrama by the then St Tagadguru
of the Sringenn Mutt Sr1 Nusunba Bhatatt Swam

gal, and this wae the signal for the oxhibition of
his greatness Oun the verv duw he hecame
sannyasin 16 was rather late 1 the evenmug when
all the necessary tites were huished wnd when the
Sringet1 Jagadguru found this voung boy of only
eight vears of age natwally tned, he ashed him to
1etire and when owr muvellous voung swammn
went to sleep he uttered 1n his slevp the following
grand truth for the reahisation of which the uost
leained people yearn in vun v qi'ts(q
(Sarvoham) thus giving out for the tist tinn o
glimpse of his universahity Since then daw by day,
he became the cynoswe of all eves  1hs winming
personality, his smiling countenance, his wmany

sided learning, bis hroad sympathy, s clild hke
simpheity, bis charming nnocence, hH’ .u\gur
thnst for knowledge, his intense volicitude for the
welfare of all, his devout piety, his 1eligious eal,
his earnest belief in the Sastras, his rigorous
penance, his nate purily, bis easy accessibility,
the nobility of bis mind, the hreadth of his views,
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the magnanimity of his temper, his universal
kindness, his engaging conversation, his retentive
mewmory, and last though not least s munificent
generosity — all the s attractcd towards bim every
Iving soul that came in contict with lnm  None
approiched him 1n vain None went back dis-
appointed  Peop.c tlocked to him in crowds and
waited at his doors for hours together just to get
a ghimpse of that dnine countenance shedding
lustie all 1tound  The moment they got a sight
of 1t they con<idried themselves the happrest of all
buman hemngs  \What was 1t that made them so ’
It was nothing but the divine lustre thit shone in
s face It wis nothing but the Unnersal sym
pathy that beamed on his countenance It wa-
nothing but the marvellous superthuman milk of
hinduoess that flowed from his heart—the heart
that alwavs mclted 1 divine ecstasy ever desnous
of universal bappiness It was this chatactenstic
that w s the most peculiar 10 him and that assert-
ed his divinity to a great extent  He was always
perfecth impartnl  Every one was equal m bis
eyes He cared not for riches  He cared not for
position  No-nothing but Bbakti could attract
people to bim Rich o1 poor, high ot low, every
body had to go through the portal of Bhahktt to
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approach his august presence. Everyone that
came to him, he loved as himself thus exhibiting
his divinity. Every one who had even two minu-
tes conversation with him went out of his presence
with the full conviction that he was the object of
some special love for His Holiness. Who but a
divine person could be thus universally beloved ?
And who but a divine incarnation could thus infuse
universal love into the minds of all ?

Of such a divine personage it is impossible to
draw a sketch. His activities were many-sided.
His knowledge was omniscient. His devotion
was intense. His sympathy wuas universal and his
purity contagious. No man was ushered into his
holy presence who did not go back full of noble
resolve to lead thence-forward a purer and a more
exalted life. To hear of him was a pleasure. To
see him was a privilege. To speak to him was a
real blessing and to be granted a special interview
—Ab! that was the acme of happiness which people
coveted most in all earncatness, The magnetio
force of his wonderful personality was such that
one word, nay one smile or even one look was
quite enough to convert even the most indifferent
of persons into his most ardent and obedient of
djsciples.
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His sympathies were thoroughly cosmopoli-
tan. He nover confined himself to any particular
sect or caste. He waq all tolerant He helonged
to all, irrespective of caste or creed. Was he not
the Jagadguru—the guru of the whole world?
Trua to his appellation he emhraced within the
swoep of his love, people of all nationalities and of
all climes  Brahmins and non-brabhmins, Hindus
and Mahomedans, Parsis and Christians, Europe-
ang and Australians all these claimed—nay even
received equal treatwent at the bands of His
Holiness. All these vied with each other in doing
homage to him. He kuew of no parrow-minded
sectarianism in his love. He saw the same Atma
i. 6., himself in all beings whatever be their nation-
ality. Once, at Chennapatna in Mysore Province,
when he <t in the midst of a large
concourse of Mahomedans who were eager to do
him all kinds of service and freely conversed with
them to their great enjoyment, he did not know
the passing of the time and when at last hs was
reminded of it and the audience dispersed, he
expressed to one who asked him about it that he
did not at all feel that he was sitting so close to
the Mahomedans conversing with them but that
all along he enjoyed supreme bliss arising from
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communion with his own Atma  Such was the
great Mahatm1 who always forgot his surroundings
and considered every one as lis own self That
was the secret of his immense populanty lLetters
came from different parts of the world, from
Eogland, fiom Holland, fiom Germany from
Austialia, fiom ulter strangeis, begging for some
token, some watch or locket, touched by His
Holiness which theyv may preserve for ever as a
talisman to piotect them from ll evils  Such
was the beliet m his «anctity even among the
modern scientihically advanced nations

He was grand i his siumpheity  He was
actually 10lling 1in wealth People would give
anything and evervthing to get his blessings  \ll
comforts that love or monev could sccure were at
his beck and call  Still he was prifectly indifferent
to them  He never cared for them  Not only did
he not care for them, but he actually did not know
the value of them as 1t 13 understood by us  He
did not know the difference hetween one Rupee
and one lac of Rupees  IHe considcred both as
valuable ag the mud he was tieading on Ilo would
very often lie down on the hare ground and as often
wander in lonely forests and derive therofrom
immense pleasure He would scorn all riches
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He would seorn all parapheinaha  But be was
tied down by the comvmand of his Guru to a Mutt
which, ever since his assuming the reins, had
immense 11ches and large paraphernalia He felt
himself bound thereby  He yearned to be fiee
He would use golden vessels for the Mutt Puja
but for e own use he would Fave sunple wooder
vessels  He could not undeistand why people led
evil waye  He would shudder to hear of the
world s wickedness e would talk words of
wisdom as frecly to the prince as to the peasant
He was never 1eseived 1o would hsten patiently
and advice freely without fear or favour  He was
the wost easily accessible of all  Thousands of
people visited hin daily and praved for the relief
of then wants  He had a kind word to say to
each after attentively histenming to his or her tale of
woe and then give them -ome prasada which
would cure their malady either physieal or mental
He would actually shed tears when he found peopls
suffering and would pray to god to 1elieve thewr
sutfering ~ Such was his wimplicity that every
disciple of s felt that he possessed a tower
of strength in his Guru who could be approached
at all times on even the slightest pretext of
distress
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He was mighty in his learning Ho was
voracious in his reading. .\ sharp intellect, »
retentive memory and a keen zcst went to mark
him as the most distinguished scholar of hia day
His liesure moments, ho would never spend in
vain He would always either read something ov
repeat something. Ilis learning was not only
deep hut also nany sided. He could break a lance
with any adversary in any of the sastras. There
was no branch of knowledge which he did not
know and that sastraically. He was Mantra
Sastra personificd  Mantras wero at his finger's
ends. e knew Nadi Sastra a sastra quite
unknown now-a-days—perfectly well  He was
equally learned in Vaidya Sastra  He knew very
well the medicinal value of all kinds of herbs  In
Tarka and Vedanta nobody could even understand
the arguments put forth by him without much
labour and thought- With all his learning he was
perfectly simple in his expositions. ‘Ihe highest
truths he would expound to the voriest tyro in
languago easily understandable by him  Theo most
knotty points he would unravel in a marvollously
easy way to the intense admiration of his nudience.
The Sastras were his playground. He would
revel in them as often and A3 much as he oould.
Besides the Sastras he was an adept in kavyas and
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dramas also. It may be fairly said without fear
of contradiction that he had gone through every
branch of Sanskrit Literature and retained most of
it ‘'n his memory. It was a very favourite pastime
with him to repeat what are known as {ntad:
S'okas. More than half-a-dozen pandits may
ringe together against him and still be would be a
riatch to them all. He wouid repeat from
1eemory Slokas by thousands and all hi< opponents
nay exbaust all tbeir stores but he would be in.
#xbaustible.  Ramayana was hia favourite Poem.
He would oftentimes read it and while reading it
merge himself in its scenes and laugh or weep as
oceaston demanded. It was an exceedingly rare
privilege and pleasure to hear hun read those ex-
cellent scenes 80 ercellently portiayed in the
Ramayana. Mcst of the book he knew by bheart
and when he read them the hearer would feel as
though transported to the actual scenes and would
be carried away by emotions suited to the occa-
sion He was a very good poet as will be clear
from thesc pages. But all his powers of composi-
tion were directed towaids praising the gods and
invoking their blessings on mankind. When he
entered a shrine he would involuntarily begin to
repeat slokaz e cared not for ornate flourishes



in his poems. They were the outpourings of an
exuberant soul  Genuine flow of Bhakti could he
traced in each of his poermns. He wrote uot for
name or fame. e would muse on the deity and
would quite unexpectedly fall into the poetic vein
and repeat slokas after slokas the force and
pathos of which pierced through the hardest heart
and brought tears even to eves that never before
wept under the influence of rehigion.  Similarly
while teaching his disciples any sastraic work he
would all on a sudden begin to lecture Incidly and
eloquently on the most abstiure points and on
several of these occasions no notes were taken and
thus “full many a gem of purest ray serenc’ has
been lost to the world

He was intensely earnest in his Bhakti  He
vever considered himself as other than human
He would pray to God ardently that his human
short-comings may be 1ectihed  Hiw method of
performing Puja was a sight to see.  None could
hurry bim in his puja~ He mayv have some one
hundred idols before him  Iach idol must he
separately worshipped. llach must have its
allotted sandal, akshata, kumkuma and flower.
Each must be praised  Each must be meditated
upon.  Of course Sri Chandramoulisvarn and Sri
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Sarada occupicd the foremost place in his mind.
They stood apart aud he was never satistied with
doing puja to them. He may not on some days
do any outward puja to them, but inwardly they
never left his mind. e used to converse with
them freely and even quarrel with them at times as
'!hough thev were his playvmates.  He would never
think of them as images but would feel their living
presencoe. He would not give them any natvedya
(offering) either too hot or too cold. He would try
his hest to make them cat whatever he offered
them. He would repeat stotras with all the
enthusiasm of a devotee and at times dance for
joy  Above all his Bhakti towards his gurn was
something heyond deseription. He would talk for
davs topether about the greatness of his guru.  All
his talk, all hiz deeds, in short everything of his, he
would dedicate to his guru.  His guru was ever &
living presence to him. e would consult him on
each and every occasion. Without his express
permission he would never do anything. He
would be never tived of worshipping his guru. His
guru also was equally attached to him. He called
our Swani as the aurasaputra (own son) of Sri Sara-
da. He told him that he would enjov all the bless-
ings of his lifelong penance. Even after his departure
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he appeared to his disciple and told hun that he
was always near him. This intense gurubbakti,
this refusal to leave the guru alone even after his
departure from this world was a thing unknown
in the annais of modern discipleship  Fvery day
he would first worship his guru's sandals His
Gurupadukastotra (pp 207 209) will clearly mdi-
cate the qualities he attributed even to the sandals
of his guru  There need not he any doubt about
the sincerity of his utterances. They necd not bo
attributed to poetic exaggeration e not only
fully beheved mn what he said but he knew full
well that they were all true

His kindness knew no boumds  To one and
all that approached hun he was uniformly kind
Harshness was a thing unknown to hum Hatred
was & word not to be found 1 his vocahulary He
was always kind. Even to his se1vants he was noth-
ing but kind  Real anger was really foriegu to
him. Even feigned anger was hut the passing mood
of a moment Kind words, kind deels and kind
thoughts be spread all around Always with a
smiling countenance ful] ot benevolent intentions
he would warmly welcome overy one that ap-
proached him, tenderly enquire ufter their wellare
a8 though he were a membeor of their family and
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by words and deeds relieve their distress whatever
that may be. He would never forget faces, but
vemember people once seen even after the expiry
of thirty vears. He would never rest content with
having done a kindness to his bbakta. He would
always be eager to do him more. He would shower
blessings on him one after another in quick succes-
sion. He was ever roady not only to alleviate
the physical and mental distress of his innumer-
able disciples but was equally prompt ip
teaching them the required mantras, in initiating
them into the path of knowledge and dhyana and
in showing them the means to liberation. He
knew instinctively what n person wanted and
would teach him just the thing required. In short
every one who approached him returned not only
perfectly satistied but also overwhelmed with his
kindness

He was an exiremely pleasant conversa-
tionist. His conversations were always full of
sparkling wit and wisdom. IHe would always bave
the right word to say at the vight moment. His
arguiments would be not only quite convincing but
also splendid homethrusts. For instance, a certain
person who had not much of faith in our sastras
but who was still attracted by the tremendous
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magnetic force of His Holiness approached him
and asked him as follows * What is the use of the
Sraddha ceremony ? Is it not mere superstition ?
Is iv not absurd to say that by offering some things
here in a prescribed way the forefathers were satis-
fiad? The rice we offer is still in our presence
and yet how could we “say that our forefathers
have partaken of it and are hence content. Can
absurdity go further.”” His Holiness smiled and
replied. “ My dear—. You are perfectly right in
your doubt. If [ show you a parallel example
where by observing certain prescribed rules and
forms, a person who is not in your presence is sa-
tisfied, will you accede that it is not so very
absurd as it at first seems to you. Take for exam-
ple the system of Telegraphic Money Orders. The
authorities have prescribed certain rules and forms
for such Telegraphic Money Orders. If you con-
form to those rules and forms and take the money
to the Post Oflice, even while the money you paid
lies on the tahle in your presence, the person to
whom you intended it to benefit is actually bene-
fisted. While human agencies can thus satisfy the
cravings of people at a distance is it impossi-
ble for divine agencies? Only you should do it as
it is preseribed. In the instance of the Telegraphic
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Money Ovder also it is so. Unless you strietly
follow the prescribed rules and forms no effect will
be produced. Similarly your forefathers who had
eyes of wisdom foresaw the methods by which they
could be pleased after their departure from this
world and presecribed the rites and rules accord-
‘ingly. If you follow them you would cer-
tainly please them. Why do you doubt it?" The
hearer was quite struck with the force of the argu-
ment and went away thoroughly changed in his
mind. Thus, words and arguments ecame to him
of their own accord at the requisite moment. The
Poet Bhavabhuti's saying ot gavarar aigayf-
SPIIA was quite true in his case. His words
never went empty. As he was full of anugrahe
he scattered his blessings far and wide.

He was a great Yogi and a Siddha of a very
high order. Nothing was impossible to him. The
great Rajayogin Sri Sadasivendra Sarasvati was his
ideal. But he more than realised bis ideal. The
only difference was, the one roamed freely wher-
ever he willed whereas the other was bound down
to a mighty Seat by the command of his guru and
accordingly had to restrain himself within its limi-
tations. But numerous were the octasions when
bis yogic powers were much in evidence. In thé
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midst of a very large concourse of people, amidst
the din and noise of a buge crowd, when different
kinds of musical instruments were at their loudest,
when brahmins loundly chanted the Upanishads,
when the temple bells pealed with loud ringing
noise, in the midst of so much hubhub and confu-
gion he would restrain his breath, and go into &
trance. Suddenly his form would become motion-
less, his eyes would be more than half closed, un-
consciousness would overtake him and he would
remain in such transcendent Samadhi for even
hours together. None could rouse him up from
that trance. Who could fathom the depth of
that insensibility? Everything will bave to wait
until he returned of his own accord to conscious-
ness. Once while crossing the Tunga, his foot
slipped from the sandal and he had a nasty
cut right across his sole. The servant who
accompanied him supporting his palm was likewise
cut in his foot and when both reached the shore
the servant could not walk even a single step and
His Holiness observing this enquired of him the
cause of it. But the servant noting the free flow
of blood from the sole of His Holiness was much
shocked and pbint.ed it out to him, But he simply
passed his hand over the sole and said that
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nothing was the matter with him and lo! the
servant was surprised to find the sole quite hale
without any sign of any cut. Then the servant
was given some prasada and was advised to stay
at home till his foot healed. He could be present
_in several places’ simultaneously. Once while at
Ramesvaram he wanted a particular disciple who
was away at Trichinopoly to go to him. On re-
ceipt of the wire the disciple ran in all haste to
Rameswaram which he reached at about 9 o'clock
in the night, but found that His Holiness was at
Dhanushkodi. The disciple wanted to go to
Dbanushkodi at once but no sort of conveyance
could be had then either for love or for money.
Neither a single cart nor a palanquin was
available. As for hoats they were not to be
thought of. since the winds were unfavourable.
While in this plight the disciple prayed to
his guru to take him to Dhanushkodi and wonder
of wonders! at about one o’clock in the night three
boatmen came to the disciple of their own accord,
took bim to a boat and hoisted the mast. The
wind was quite favourable, the disciple saw his
guru also accompanying him and chatting pleasant.
ly the,journey to Dhanushkodi was accomplished
W.ii
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within one hour. On alighting there the disciple
lost sight of his guru who accompanied him all
along and when he was ushered into his presence
at the Mutt the guru smiled and the disciple wept
for joy. The boat that took the disciple in the
dead of night could not return but bad to drift for
a month on account of unfavourable wind. QOn
another occasion he wanted a particular disciple
who was 250 miles away to go to him. He sent
a mental message and the disciple who was then
fully engrossed in his business heard all on a sud-
den the clarion call of his guru and be immediately
started to bis boly presence. When it was reached
the first greeting of his guru was “ Did you receive
this message (touching his heart) that I sent you.”
Instances like this could be multiplied but space
forbids.

Above all he was a true Sannyasin. Never for
a moment did he swerve even one-thousandth of
an inch from the rigorous path ordained for that
most noble and most difficult of all asramas, the
Sannyasa Asrama. None had mastered its rules so
well and none followed them so closely as he. In
spite of his manifold duties as the head of the most
influential Mutt, in spite of his innumerable disci.



. g Sl
m.ss,« RCH WS?JS?} N
ADRAS.g

ples who did not allow him even a single moment's:
leisure and in spite of the various calls on his a$-
tention he was most faithful to the duties of his.
asrama. His was true renunciation. In the midst
of strife he knew the abiding Peace. He was
.right in the midst of the world but still quite be-
yond it. He was thoroughly unattached to any-
thing wordly, though he appeared extremely at-
tached to every one of his disciples. He was
thoroughly selfless though he was always medita-
ting on the Self: He was a triumphant example,
a living realisation of the complete conquest of all
dvandvas or pairs of opposites. He did not care &
straw for all the gold or all the fame that is in this
Universe. He held the world but as a world, as a
stage where every one bhad to play a part. He had
thoroughly controlled his flesh. He was full of
soul, full of the reality of religion, full of joy and
full of blessed purity. In short, He was undoubt-
edly a very great Mahatma but without any
mysteries or pccultisms.

I may thus go on ad infinitum mentioning
one after another his marvellous divine qualities.
But words fail me. My mind is bewildered by the
grandeur of the mighty personage whom I have
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ventured to draw a sketch of. I have not been
able to express here even one-millionth part of
what I feel. Was he not God incarnate—a living
and walking God on earth? Was he not then, in
the language of the Sruti, beyond the reach
of words? Then who am I to attempt a sketch
of him? He was infinity and infinite were hig
qualities. How can any one adequately des-
eribe in words this vast storehouse of know-
ledge, this boundless ocean of bhakti, this
original fountain-head of mercy, this undefiled
gource of purity, this personal embodiment of all
virtues and this perfect type of rigorous renuncia-
tion. Even the mind refuses to fathom the depth
of the all-round greatness of this mighty personage.
What need be said about the poverty of words? He
was unique with none to approach him even as
second. His spotless holiness, his deep piety, his
unspeakable blessedness, his endless wisdom, his
childlike peacefulness and his universal affection
beggar all description. His was a life of resolute
good, unalterable will and quenchless desire of
Universal happiness. He was and is in short,

“That light whose smile kindles the Universe,
Thet Beauty in which all things work and move,
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That Benediction which the eclipsing Curse
Of birth can quench not, that sustaining Love
Which through the web of being blindly wove
By man and beast and earth and air and sea,
Burns bright or dim, as each are mirrors of
The fire for which all thirst.”

The humblest of all his disciples,
J. K. Balasubrahmanyam.



INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

A word of explanation as regards the places
where and the occasions when these stotras were
composed will be found very useful for a right
understanding of them.

The Ganadhipapancharatnam (pp. 1—2) was
composed in imitation of Sri Sankara Bhagavat-
pida's Ganésapancharatna for the purpose of
recitation during the Gauapa.iisa,bha. held annually
in the presence of His Holiness for twenty one
days commenecing from the Vindyaka Chaturthi.

The Ganadhipastuti (pp. 3—4) as also the
Sarvamangalamababaléyvarastava  (pp. 259—961)
were composed while His Holiness visited Gokarma
in Kanara, Bombay Presidency, during his second
tour.

The Ganésastava (p. 5) was uttered at Muyattu-
puzha in Travancore during bis fourth and last tour,

The Viniyakastuti (p. 6) was given out at
Kaladi when the image of Ganésa was newly
consecrated under an agvattha tree.
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Saradd Stotra (pp. 10—23) was the expres-
sion of his yearning to see the goddess when he
was away from Sringeri for about three years
during his second tour. On his return to Sringeri
he repeated the same slokas in the presence of
the Goddess altering the fourth line of each stanza
into TZr OIS AR |

The Saradachatusshashti (pp. 24—40) where-
in he states that having seen Sri Saradi there is
nothing more to do, was repeated at the close of
his third tour which lasted for about four years.

The Vaniprasnamalastuti (pp. 67—71) has a
tale of its own. After his third yatra His Holiness
resolved not to undertake any more tours but to
spend all his time in lonely meditation in the
forests adjoining Sringeri. But all on a sudden
there came the command from Sri Sarada to His
Holiness to undertake what has now become the
world famous Kaladiyatra and consecrate there the
image of Srt Sankara Bhagavatpida and thereby
release that village from the curse that attached
to it. His Holiness was very much disinclined
to go out and hence he asks Sirada the reason
why she sends him away. In this stotra His
Holiness recalls his favourite resorts at Sringeri
and recounts also almost all his daily doings there.
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In the second stanza he states that his Guru called
him as the aurasaputra of Sri Sarad4d and in the
last two stanzas he reveals his fondness for
Atmavidyavilasa and Vivekachudamani.

At Kaladi His Holiness wanted to consecrate
not only Sri Sankardcharya but also his mother.
But not having any portrait of his mother he
ordered the image of Sri Sarada to be substituted
for that of the mother of Sri Sankara, since the
latter had uddressed Sri Sarada as his mother in
his Sarada Bhujanga Stotra as WS WZFATATE
ATFM  Accordingly Sri Saradd’s image was
consecrated and the stotras of His Holiness hefore
that image are to be found in pp. 72—94.

On his final return to Sringeri his pathetic
address to Sri Sarada will be found in pp. 95—98.

The Saradd Stotras given in pp. 99—139 were
composed on different occasions during the Nava-
ratri festivals at Sringeri. The Goddess would
then be decorated in different ways on different
Vahanas and each of them has been dilated upon
by His Holiness in this stotra.

The Saradasataslokistava (pp. 140—165) gives
room to infer (sloka 25) that the whole of the
Ashtanga Yoga was taught to His Holiness by Srt
Strada herself.
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The Jagadambastuti (pp. 166—167) is in imi-
tation of the Mohamudgara of Sri Sankardcharya
and is evidently incomplete.

The stotras in pp. 168—170 as also those in
pp. 281—284 are evidently attempts at composing
with the bijamantras of Sri Vidya as initials of
each sloka. But unfortunately all these stotras
are incomplete.

The Dvinétrasambhustuti (pp. 176—178) was
composed at Kuttalam waterfalls in the Tinnevelly
Distriet during the Sankarajayanti festival.

Pages 179— 203 contain the stotras on Hri
Sankara Bhagavatpada composed at Kaladi. They
contain also the stanzas (27 and 28 in pp. 202—3)
wherein His Holiness resigns his office into the
hands of the original founder.

The stotras on his Guru cover pp. 207—223
and therein he recalls several of the incidents that
took place between himself and his Guru

Vidyatirtha and Vidydsankara are the names
of one and the same personage who is still in
lambik4 Yoga in the beautiful temple erected over
him at Sringeri by his disciple the famous Vidya-
rapya. It is said that he is even now being
worshipped every night by the ganas and that the
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ringing sound of the bells on such occasions is
quite audible. These incidents are related in the
stotrag on him in pp. 224—231.

Then follow the stotras on Sri Sadasivéndra
(pp. 232—245) the ideal of His Holiness sung at
. Nerur, the place of Samadhi of the greatest Raja-
yogin of Southern India.

The Stotras in pp. 255—258 and in pp. 313
—320 were addressed to the deities at Garalapura
otherwise known as Nanjangdd in the Mysore
Province.

The Trichivopoly District has the privilege of
claiming three of his stotras (pp. 269—3, 289—90
and 409).

The Lalitambiparamésvarastotra (pp. 270—
274) consists of fifteen slokas exclusive of the
dedication sloka and each of these slokas begins
with one of the aksharas of the Sri Vidyd mantra.
This mantra contains seven dévyaksharas, five Siva
aksharag and three Ubhaya aksharas and hence
in this stotra also we find seven slokas addressed
to the Goddess, five to Siva and three to hoth,

Prithvidbararajaputryashtakam (pp. 378—
980) was uttered at the Narasimha mountain
when His Holiness was fully engrossed in dhyéna.
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In this sloka His Holiness considers himself as
though full of worldly vanity without attaining
even a particle of that Supreme Bliss. But a
perusal of the same will give a clear idea of the
requisites of a true sannyasin.

The Durgastava (pp. 285—6) was addressed
to Durgddévi at Sringeri when plague threatened
that Jaghir. Since this prayer not a single case
of plague occurred there.

The Sivasuvarnamalastava (pp. 341—349) is
evidently incomplete.

In the Dakshinasyanakshatramalastotram (pp.
364—371) it will be observed that each sloka be-
gins and ends with the letter 8 This was com-
posed when His Holiness once began the repeti-
tion of Antddi slokas with several pandits ranged
against him. The condition preseribed was that
each sloka should begin and end with & Then
His Holiness composed this poem on the spur of
the moment while the others could not conform to
the rule.

The Srikhandakbanashatpadi (pp. 436—T7)
was composed when the image of several monkeys
and birds playing in the midst of creepers was
carved in sandalwood and presented to His
Holiness.
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Of the several stotras composed by His Holi-
nes3 praying for the welfare of his disciples the
Ratnagarbhahérambastava (p. 439) was to bless
the undersigned when at the command of His
Holiness he commenced the Memorial Edition of
.the works of Sri Sankardchdrya. Of the two
Saradastotras the first (p. 439) invokes the bless-
ings of Sri Sarada on the Bhiratamahamandal and
its organisers, while the second (p. 440) urges on
sri Saradi to shower her choicest blessings on the
present Maharaja of Mysore and his brother the
Yuvaraja who are very devoted disciples of His
Holiness and to whom His Holiness was much
attached. The Gourisastuti (p. 444) also invokes
the blessings of God Siva on His Highness of
Mysore and was composed on the occasion of the
coronation of the present Maharaja. The Sri-
kanthésastuti (p. 442) was to bless H. H.
Chamarajendra Wodayar, the late Maharaja of
Mysore. The Sivastuti (p. 445) was addressed to
the goddess to make his disciple $ri Narasimha
$4stri omniscient or all knowing. This was com-
posed when His Holiness resolved to nominate
thig Sri Narasimha Sastri as his successor. On
assuming the Agrama Sri Narasimha Sastri
ascended the VyskhyAna Simhasana of the Sringeri
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Mutt under the name of Sri Chandrasékbars
Bharati, a name selected by His Holiness himself.
The Nrisimhastotra (p. 446) was composed at the
Narasimha mountain invoking the blessings of God
Narasimha on Brahmasii K. Rama Sastrigal, the
adopted son of the illugtrious Sri Lakshmi Nrisim-
ha Sastrigal of Mysore.

Atmastava (p. 447) was addressed to the
agent Sadachérapravartanapravina Srikantba Sds-
trigal when His Holiness thought of entrusting the
Mutt Puja and everything to him, and devoting
himself complately to constant dhyana.

In spite of the greatest care some mistakes
have crept in, in the printing of this Volume and
these are rectified in the Erratta given at the end
of the book.

J. K. JBalasubrahmanyam.
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